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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC
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N THE RELIGIUS WORLD

What Church Folk Are Think-
ing Abont and Doing

THE WOMAN IN THE CASE.

The International Sunday
[esson For February 26 l."-i.. c
Meets Ahab in Nabothr's Vineyard,

school

1 Kings 21.
(By WILLIAM T ELLIS.)

A wicked woman. a coverous ki'nf_!p
A ;_"ili;' less !'rnj.:--l‘-’.}‘—ht:ldt-r and a f*.'-i_I'-
It,lw-; prophet are the (-hramclers_ 1
this story. The woman takes first
place in the action, and as she was
t'hr- infamous Jezebel, she should be
given maost consideration, 1or IS l.u..u
the woman question one of the live
issucs ol the day?
" The jnstance i3 the familiar one of

King Ahab’'s desiring to anmnex the
adiacent vineyard of Naboth to the

royal grounds, Naboth refused tn part
with his ancestral inheritance, so Je-
zehel craftily had him slain. For
this decd Eliiah pronounced condem-
nation upon the king and his gqueen,

The Thirst For More Land.

No census-taker can make a record
of the farmers’ homes that are living
lives of poverty in order that an aa-
jacent section of land may be added
to the already extensive homestead.
The lust for land is one of the tempta-
tions of all property-holders. To have
a fair share of the earth’s surface,
on which to erect a home, is an hon-
orable ambition, would "that it might
steal into the hearts of more dwellers
in city apartments and tenements.
But the discontent which will not rest
without more acres and yet more, no
matter how much hardship their ac-
gquisation may impose upon a neigh-
bor, is quite the reverse of noble.

When a man grows land-hungry he
§s prone to forget the other man’s
rights. Ahab wanted the vineyvard of
Naboth, though he already had royal
gardens. Failure to buy them threw
him into unkindly sulks. His real
estate nerve had been iouched. The
same sort of antics are played today
by men who should be rich and con-
tented in what they already possess.
Especially let the taxes go up a few
dollars in the aggregate, and behold
the tumult. All of us have known
good citizens to raise more protest
over a slight increase of the tax
rate, for more purpose of public wel-
fare, than they ever did over any
moral danger that threatened their
neighborhood. If men were as sensi-
tive about the moral standards
around them as they are about the
tax rate there would be less wicked-
ness in the world.

Ahab forgot that he was a king and
a grown man. No disappointment in
merely maternal things should have
the effect upon a mature person’s con-
duct that this really tarifling episode
had uypon King Ahab. He seems to
have been more worried over Na-
both’s vinevard than he had been over
the three yvears’ drought in the land.
Certainly he showed lesa distress over
the 1idolatrous innovations of his
heathen wife.

A Good Citizen’s Martyrdom.

Virtue does not always get re-
warded. The hrave citizen, Naboth,
who knew -his rights and stood for
them, because he possessed certain
principles that were more important
in nis eyes than the king's favor, fares
badly in this story. He would not sell
his  ancestral inheritance. Family
rights and obligations meant much to
him, though Ahab might regard them
lightly and distain his royal obliga-
tions. Naboth had a sound pride in
his name. He remembered his fathers
and he, would not shame them by
loosely parting with that which had
cost them dear. A sturdy, stout-
hearted good citizen was Naboth; one
of the sort who are the pillars of a
state.

True, he had more principle than
tact. Had he been more politic he
would have known that it is not safe
to make powerful enemies. The guile-
ful man does not anger a Xking. But
he pinned his faith to abstract prin-
ciples of justicee. He knew he was
right, and the retention of that land
was a point of honer with him. Alas,
though right is often on the scaf-
fold and wrong upon the throne. The
evil hav> from the day of Cain s=lain
the good; and Naboth was craftily
sent to his death, while the machina-
tions of the king's wife *“succeeded,”
as the world couhts success.

Enter the Woman.

I.ike many¥ another man in high
place, Ahab had an ambitious wife.
That possession may be the greatest
_blessing or the greatest curse. We
rightly laud the countless host of
goocd women who have inspired their
husbands to larger achievements; the
best asset a younz man can have at
the beginning of his career is a level-
headed, religious wife. On the other
hand we keep charitably quiet con-
,cerning the homes that have been
made shipwreck, and the lives that
have gone upon the rocks of failure
and disaster, because ¢f the vain and
thoughtlezs and selfish ambition of
.wives and daughters. The motive of

“Flijah I

want: and when this
;means gnlimited finery and suc;al gm;
'sition and luxuries undreame ot‘m
| generation back, the men work ti

'folx what they

harder, and take greater dbusi;zet.?s
| risks, an o less and less domes
' risks, and hav € e

|life with the frequent resu ]
.:ilff-f'c-iai. physical and moral "‘f‘s“”’;
j i« not magnifying the number 0O
.J(‘;ihlpls to say that the ]ll-direct(,d
ambitions and unwive counsel of
| women are potent factors in the pres-
'ent social unrest. Thank God, the
world is full of good women; but it
is not the part of discretion to ignore
the other kind. The worst of all the
consequences of our rather hysterical
and introspective age is the unset-
tling of the status of woman. To say
this is not to commit the indiscretion
of intruding an opinion upon the po-
litical suffrage for women; it is
merely to record a w»otent fact con-
cerning society in general. Woman
today is a ‘‘question’’; her place is
no longer fixed and taken for granted
as it was. Her entrance into the
wage-earning realm, her higher edu-
cation, her “emancipation,” with its
accompanvineg ceaseless agitation, has
quite unsettled the foundations upob
which she once stood, assured. Even
the reverence and religion which
marked the woman of a generation or
two ago, have disappeared from the
general make-up of the modern *“‘pro-
gressive” woman.
A Cruel Plot.

Things always g0 wrong when a
woman takes a man’'s place. That real
estate transaction was an affair of
Ahab’'s, It had failed, and he accepted
the fect, though with ill grace. He
had a sense of justice which recog-
nized Naboth's rights, even while he
resented his ungraciousness.

When Jezebel entered the case, she
obeyed her feelings and not her judg-
ment. Woman-wise, ¢he resented what
had depressed her husband. Lacking
the judicial sense, she began to plot
to accomplish the end desired, “by
hook or by crook.” Abstract justice
and Naboth's claims alike meant lit-
tle to her. We may ecall this devotion
to Ahab, it was not. Rather let us
call it blind and cruel selfishness.
True love always puts the great
claims of duty and truth above itself.4
As says the poet's line,

“I could not love thee, dear, so much,
Loved I not honor more.”

Jezebel tried David’s trick, of elim-
inating the troublesome factor in the
case. As the great king had encom-
passed Uriah's death, so she would
put Naboth out of the way. The plot
she formed, whereby this stiff-backea
lover of justice was made to appear
the enemy of the king and of law,
was particularly hideous. The fashion
of removing the man with a trouble-
some claim has never lost its vogue.
Consider the men whom the Jezebels
of “big business’” have slain: and of
those others who ‘the exigencies of
politics” have sacrificed. There is a
well-knowrni man whose footsheps 1
ran across in Syria recently, where
he has been travelineg In a vain effort
to forget his sorrow, who is being
prematurely broken by the public
shame of an official miscarriage of
statesmanship; he is the scapegoat of
an underground plot.

An ugly light is thrown upon the
timgs by the fact that Jezebel founa
wnlhpg fellow-conspirators in the high
officials of the capital. as she sought
Naboth’s death. The men who cast
the stones, the sons of Belial who
swore falsely against the innocent
man, the elders and nobles who
worked the machinery which put him
on trial, all had a share in the re-
sponsibility for the murder, but the
woman behind it all had the great-
est share.

The Man With the Backbone.
Into the grewsome story suddenly
appears our dramatic friend Elijah,
the prophet. He must have seemed
the incarnation of the justice of Je-
hovah to covetous Ahab. The latter
had gone to Naboth’s vineyard to
enjoy the fruits of his success, earned
by a woman's wicked wiles. Then
came Elijah also, and his appearance
e\'ok_ed the cryv, “Hast thou found me,
O mine enemy?” That is the way the
burglar feels when the policeman un-
expectedly appears on the scene.
Were Ahab in possession of a clear
conscience he would have welcomed
the prophet: his sin made him fear
and hate the enemy of the good.
Scarcely had he entered upon his
new acquicition, barely was the cup
of possession at his lips, than jt was
dashed down again. A word of dire
docom was on the prophet's lips. *“In
the place where the dogs licked the
blood of Naboth, shall dogs lick thy
blood, even thine. ®* * ¢ Ana of
Jezebel also spoke Jehovah, saying,
“The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the
ramparts of Jezreel.”

SEVEN SENTENCE SERMONS.
- S ———
Tamper not with conscience; it is
the soul's compass.—Hillis,

—

They are slaves who fear to speak
For the fallen and the weak:
They are slaves who dare not be
In the right with two or three.
—Lowell,

Know that “lmpossible™ has no
m the brave mn’s‘ dictionary,—

Thou hast made us
Lord: <t Eatt:n- Thyselr, O

I8 rests in Thee—St. Augustine,

. zallantry which possesses many men
M this day i= to give their women-

So others shai

L

hneither he nor his fellows recognized.

THE WHITE PLAGUE
ANDITS TREATMENT

Tuberculosis Not Only
Curable, but Preventable

spreads from the person that is af-
fected with it to the one that is nor
affected, that it goes through wholy
families, that one person may infect
a whole neighborhood, is stirring com
munities with a morbid fear, and the«
poor consumptive is treated as un-
clean, subjected to hardships and hnu-
miliations. At any hotel he can g.t
accommodation if he does not label
himself a consumptive though he be
tottering toward the grave. On the
other hand, if he announces he has
tuberculosis, though in the early stag..
when not communicable, he is told
| “We have no room in the inn.” Thi-
state of unreasonable fear makes peo
ple lose all sense of propriety in their
absurd notions about its contagion.
Formerly there stood out heére and
there, in the history of medicine, men

iwho held out hope for these poor suf-
 ferers, but they were shunned by
. ! their brethren, and finally ridiculed

An Able Discussion of Tuberculosis,
Its Preveuntion and Its Cure, by Dr.
- J. E. Brooks, Recognized as an En~
thusiast and Expert on the Dread
Discase.
in last Sunday's issue of the News
and Obscryver, was published one sec-

tion of a remarkably strong paper on
general health conditions and the

S 11 as modern :
popular demand as we ' management, and its cure.

necessity for the observance of com-
mon sense primal hygeinic laws,

This paper, which was delivered by
Dr. J. E. Brooks before the State
Tuberculosis convention, held in Ral-

eigh January 21st, attracted univer-
sal comment and approbation of the
physicians who heard it, and since its
publication last Sunday in the News
and Observer, has attracted wide at-
tention. Following his line of reas-
oning on sanitation in general, Dr.
Brooks proceeded to discuss the spe-
cial disease of Tuberculosis, 1its pre-
vention and cure. Recognized as an
enthusiast on this subject, the many
distinguished physiciang present, soon
recognized, that Dr. Brooks had be-
come an expert, and a powerful ad-
dition to the ranks of forefronters on
the study of this greatest of all dis-
tressing and disturbing problems of
this complex age. By resolution, the
convention ordered that the address
be published in full for general dis-
tribution,

Following is that part of it devoted
to Tuberculosis:

Tuberculosis a Curable and Prevent-
able Disease,

Over twenty-five hundred years ago
Hippocrates, the law-giver of medi-
cine, announced to the world that all
persons suffering from tuberculosis
were doomed to die. This statement
was accepted by the world, and even
to the present time is considered true
by a wvast majority of the people.
Even the medical profession as a
body has subscribed to this conclusion.
The conclusion is wrong. Hippo-
crates drew his conclusions from the
advanced cases which came under his
observation. Insipient and moder-
ately advanced stages of tuberculosis

Therefore, in a manner, Hippocrates
was correct in his statements, because
even today consumptives in the last
stages do not recover. These cases
are fatal, have always been fatal, and
ever will be. As a matter of fact,
tuberculosis is one of the most cura-
ble of all chronic diseases. Even
without medical aid, it §s a known
fact that more persons recover, than
die, of this malady. When the world
and the medical.profession are con-
vinced of this fact many thousands of
lives will be saved annually that now
go to premature graves. Osler, the
law giver of medicine of today, and
as gr.eat in his day as Hippocrates
was in his, declares that, although
the ultimate eradication of tubercu-
losis is problematical, it is within our
power to make it an uncommon dis-
ease. As It is, the poor vietim is
a,.h:sl.ndoned to his fate by the phy-
sician, or Wworse still, is given pala-
tive drugs to smooth hisg downward
p?.th and to Keep him in ignorance of |
his true condition. Fortunat"ely
however, the recent growth of knowl.
edge concerning tuberculosis has stir-

into contempt. Today there are thou-
sands of good men in the profession
who know and teach that tuberculosis
is both curable and preventable. 1In
spite of this, many ef the medical pro
fession are yet in a state of skepticism
and unbelief, and thousands upuon
thousands of lives are sacrificed every
vear because of it. -What, then, maist
be done? What obligations fall upon
those of us who deciare that this is a
preventable and curable disease? "The
first thing is a campaign of thorough
education which will enlighten the
public as to the exact nature of the
disease, its prevention, its infection, its
How can
this education be brought about?

First. It should be taught that it is
a curable disease in the early and
moderately advanced stages.

Second. That it is a preventable dis-
ease, and hew to prevent it. The pub.
lie Ought to know that if the con-
sumptive is sanitary, and if all of the
sputum is immediately destroyed, that
there will be no further spread of the
disease; that the patient should be
diagnosed early, told . evactly the na-
ture of his trouble, and sent to a
place where he can be thoroughly in-
structed in methods of cure, sanita-
tion and prevention. The curative
methods should start in the sanito-
rium. The sanitorium is the school
where the patient can get the neces-
sary instruction and can be taught
how to get well. He cannot regeive
this instruction by going out and lis-
tening to a public address on the sub-
ject :he has to be put under the care
of skilled physiclans and attendants,
where the little things that are con-
ducive to health are shown him each
day, in order that he may learn by
observation and practice, by slow de-
grees, that it is within him to get well
The modern treatment of tuberculosis
could be summarized in one word—
“¥Education.” The patient must be
taught how to live, how to keep his
body clean, how to destroy his spu-
tum, the necessity of psychelogical
rest, equanimity of body and mind,
the value of proper diet, what proper
diet is; he should be taught that to
gorge himself on twenty raw eggs and
a gallon of sweet milk per day is as
harmful as any other kind of intem-
perance. and that the mere fact of
getting fat alone is a delusion and a
snare. He must be taught the value
of right thinking, of sound morals, of
proper conduct, and that the posses-
sion of substantial character gives the
only assurance of permanent recovery
from this disease. Finally, he must
be taught that the cure is within hinu.
Living out of doors, where the air is
pure and sweet and clean, is neces-
sary, al] of these things can be car-
ried out in a modern sanitorium.

I suggest that a curricuium con-
stituting a regular graded course with
proper text books and daily teachings
should be a part of the work of the
modern sanitorium. This curriculum
should be uniform in all State insti-
tutions. It should be easily and read-
ily understandable by the plainest and
simplest folk, and yet it should be =0
Lthorough that the patient will not be
allowed to go away from the institu-
tion without having had every oppor-
tunity for his recovery that the skill
of the medical profession of the
twentieth century can give. In ad-
dition to this, there should be & de-
partment where a Young man or 4
young woman who has fallen by the
wayside with tuberculosis before Iin-
ishing his education can be train~d
for some occupation that will prepare
him for a successful career. Right

red the very heart of the world, ang |

here I wish to say, that 1 cannot agree

is resulting in changing not
; ) only
view of the laity, but of the p:orfa};e
sion as well. i
T™he fact of

with some of the writers on this sub-
Ject who claim that two or three
weeks is sufficient time to instruct

its becoming known

that tuberculosis js infectious, that it |
I

these patients how to get well. The
pat:en_E comes to you exhausted. He
(Continued on Page Eleven.)
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